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Since this is a play and can be staged for the audience, the translator need to translatc

the dialogue as they are spoken by the characters in real life situations.

In The Dumb Waiter Ben and Gus feel most of thesc Pinteresque effects. They arc
hoods of some kind, hit-men in the hire of some Mr. Big, amusing characters in
themsclves. They are obviously extremely efficient at what they do. They have now
been called upon to do it again. These men are conditioned to obey orders.
oA
Q"’d A ?“thn the prevalent idea is to bear with the torments of time, a little more words or
the usual repetition employed to create a telling effect of the torments just fills the bill.
Pithy remarks, stichomythic dialogue, and word-play bring in welcome diversion to an
othcrwise arid stage. And numerous pauses give the kinetic mechanism a stuffed-up
fecling ™.
1'his is what is true for Harold Pinter’s The Dumb Waiter. While tran@\ the piece

into Bangla, [ mastered the art of reading out loud — as | wanted to make sure what

Ben and Gus felt in the target language.

Onc of the curious aspccts of Bangla language that [ came across while at the job was
Bangla's richness in expressions used to address a person. The words 2 (tui), B
(tumi), =19f9 (apni) carry differing degree of fbrmality (or the absence of it). These
Bangla forms of the pronoun “you’ were utilized as a basis of the peculiar context that
gives birth to the various moods the addressed and the addressee go through. I tried,
also, to use this as a device to create a sense of humour that hasn’t, I hope, diminished
the pain that is at the heart of the theatrc of the absurd. B@es, I also tried to use the
Bangla variants to create the sense of companionship;\ the closeness, or common

grounds found among. say, inmates.

Gus docs not repress his anxiety or the lack of mastery over the situation, and thus
appears rather flamboyant at times. Side by side with this difference of character is
Ben’s superiority over Gus in, e.g., choosing the “does” and “don’t”, discarding a
thought, making decisions etc, This is interesting in that Gus, until the climax,

remains, so to speak, afraid of Ben. Maybe he doesn’t want a scuffle with Ben.



A comic effect is definitely unmistakable, because / other times they would both

address each other with a show of tolerance ().

Some words or expressions were kept as it is for tgf fear that they might lose
propriety, or sound out-of-the-context if translated into Bangla. This was not because
of a lack of suitable expression; but sometimes for the sake of the tempo, or for the
hope of certain crispness,:iomc English words (e.g., cigarettes, gas, cricketers, flash,

cup, packet, stage, call, cale, bag, tic, service, model and names of some exotic and

-
luxury dishes) were kept in E@gut written in Bangla.

Be it due to the popular “the-world-is-one-village” theory or the richness of language,

[

[ (
Banglaf\/li(e some other languageﬁhas opened hé_gelff to a number of English words. In

such circumstances, translating those expressions into Bangla seemed unnccessary.

However, this doesn’t help the characters be contextualized in the Bangladeshi setting,

[ believe there is no point in retaining the exact meanmg of the source languag‘cyf [

can do so with the connotations. C@&lt}f as a complex afidr all. Even though I

kept the word “gas™ and didn’t g %t make it =i (jalani) or #2f% (laakri), (I wouldn’t

have done anything else even if these were vernacular in the supposed level ot sociely

the audience would trace Gus and Ben to be-only becausc the pun on the word Gus

can not be compromised) as it would sound rigid and very improper if I did, I had to
change the word “lavatory” into BI0 (toilet) which in English still-just to make the
thing closer to the Bangla ears. “Christ” was not made “q%” but “cam1” “shilling” was
transformed into “B” “pint” into “f#B1R”, “Larder” into “aigied”, “Alka-Seltzer” into

fo .
“wif wAfR”, At times I also needed chaa%lﬁg Jome punctuation marks:

BLN.......Why don’t you just do it and shut up!

I took the liberty of treating this as a rhetorical interrogative and hence turned it into
an imperative because an assertive would do just fine. But I had to be choosy in

sclecting or discarding different possible Bangla versions of a single Englis'h sentence.,



-

As far as I can see language cannot avoid social classes and even intonation can

identify a speaker as belonging to a@in)m, class in a given time.

i

1 .

The art of translation is a subsidiary art and derivative.@f’this account it has never
____._‘_‘________..-A"/

been granted the dignity of original work.

According to Andre Lefevere, “Translation is the most obviously recognizable type of

rewriting. It 1s potentially the most influential because it is able to project the image of

an author”.

In the essay “Bangali Poetry into English: An Impossiblec Dream”. Marian Maddern

states that total equivalence is impossible but degree of cquivalence 1s possible. Susan

Basnett, Jakobson and Nida also agree with Maddern that “Exact translation is quite

_‘-\""\-u-_._.—--—'_'___'—-_-__-

impossible”. So, sometimes it becomes difficult to maintain cxact equivalencﬁ in
" ) . '

translation the Translator must be careful about the specific location of cultures.

Finallif in the essay, “ The Politics of Translation”, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak statcs
that a translator should have close connection with both source language and target

language and strives for cultural cquivalence. Thesc theories helped me a lot in

N

translating the play The Dumb Waiter.
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