OM last part of 20th century
our yvouth from different eco-
nomic classes are coming to
universities to study graduate
programmes. There were only
six universities in Bangladesh at the
time of independence in 1971, all in the
public sector. At present there are 38
public and 91 private universities in
Bangladesh. Moreover, there are two
International Universities in
Bangladesh namely; Islamic University
of Technology and the Asian Universi-
ty for Women. Islamic University of
Technology is a subsidiary organ of
Organization of the Islamic Confer-
ence (O1C). Now total enrolment at the
universities has surpassed four million
students. But job employment has not
increased apportioned to the number of
students graduated from universities
each year. On the other hand, mobility
of graduates, scholars and workforce
from Bangladesh to developed coun-
tries is  inereasing. 34%  of
Bangladeshis are aged 15 or younger,
and the country has an opportunity to
realise the full benefit of this “demo-
graphic dividend” in the years ahead
but only if it can provide education and
training to the millions of students in
accordance with internationally recog-
nised standards. British Couneil report
(June 2013) makes the following gener-
al observation of education outcomes
in the region: “An unfortunate by-prod-
uct of the low quality of higher educa-
tion - both for the economies of the re-
gion and the students themselves - is
the low employability of graduates
who emerge from the universities".

All our students will benefit from
an education that prepares them for
global citizenship and successful em-
ployment in today's global labour mar-
ket. In order to bring an international
dimension to university programmes
and education we should overhaul our
higher education system and make
necessary changes in designing cur-
ricula of programmes. In designing
curricula the importance of global
perspectives and sustainable develop-
ment need to be acknowledged. Stu-
dents will be encouraged to explore
global perspectives through a range of
curriculum opportunities. Curricula
must be aligned with national and in-
ternational professional association
guidelines and be accredited by rep-
utable standards. More courses on the
humanities, languages, and social sci-
ences are required to include in syl-
labi of both engineering and non-engi-
neering programmes. The humanities,
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languages, and social sciences instil a
thought process that will broaden stu-
dent as an individual and make
him/her more attractive to employers.
The mission of today's universities
should be to help raise students’
awareness of the increasing interde-

serving biodiversity, managing his-
toric landscapes, genocide, and the
role of technology. Throughout a
range of activities students are re-
guired to consider issues from a series
of viewpoints i.e. local, regional, na-
tional, international and global. The
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pendence of our world and to foster in
students a respect for the diversity of
perspectives represented in the world
community and to show how these re-
late to another cultural perspective.
Universities will remain engaged with
global interdisciplinary issues such as
preserving the cultural and natural
heritage, environmental change, con-

courses on cultural studies and lan-
guage of different nations should be
included in the syllabi.

A paradigm shift in education sys-
tem from traditional education to out-
come-based education (OBE) in the de-
veloped countries of the world has oc-
curred few decades ago. OBE has
emerged as a major direction for educa-
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tional reform. OBE has changed the fo-
cus of learning institutions from the
content to the learner. Our universities
should start changing education sys-
tem gradually from TE to OBE. Our
grading system is also not standard. We
assign the letter grade A+ (excellent) to
a student in a course who scores 80%
marks in examinations and numerical
value for letter grade D (poor) is 2. On
the other hand, universities in North
America give A (excellent) for obtain-
ing 95% marks in examinations and the
numerical value for letter grade D
(poor) is one.

Quality assurance (QA) in higher
education is now accepted as a funda-
mental part of higher education. There
is no Quality Assurance Agency for
Higher Education in Bangladesh to de-
termine the academic standards and
quality of learning that students can
expect to receive. We must not forget
national eircumstances in developing
set of standards, procedures and guide-
lines on quality assurance. However,
there is also a need to integrate nation-
al, regional and international efforts.
Understanding the broader role of
higher education in a globalised world
is cruecial to dealing constructively
with the challenges that will inevitably
loom on the horizon. Recently,
Bangladesh government has taken
praiseworthy initiatives to develop the
quality of higher education. The Min-
istry of Education, with the assistance
of the World Bank, has established a
gquality assurance unit (QAU) which is
a component of Higher Education
Quality ‘{nhancement Project
(HEQEP). Bangladesh government will
soon set up an accreditation council to
ensure the standards of higher educa-
tion. The higher education institutions
will be evaluated and certified in the
light of the council statutes. All univer-
sities will come under its purview, The
Ministry of Education has constituted
six expert committees for reviewing
and updating the existing Strategic
Plan of University Grants Commission
(UGC). We expect that committees will
prepare a plan taking into account the
changes facing higher education and at
the challenges they pose. All such ini-
tiatives of the government will bring
changes in higher education that will
be more acceptable internationally
Our future graduates will not have to
struggle in finding jobs abroad.
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