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WHO, Covid-19 and 2021 - the year ahead

began 2020 with the knocking of Covid-19 and

no one could imagine that it is going to affect every-

one in the world. Some of us thought that it is like

the SARS virus and will not cross the borders. It will remain
as a 'domestic’ affair of Southeast and East Asia. But in the
whole of 2020, meyabmn{.‘umlcnnummdwcham
%mnwdmmnd«mﬂwi&diﬁmm his, We

2021 will be the year of change. We have to be prepared with new rules
suitable for the new globalised world with threats of
covid, writes A K Enamul Haque

thought about we ] several medicines and
even thought that the sun would take away Covid or it would
£0 away as soon as winter goes, We also thought it is a dis-
ease of temperate climate and so it will not be in our country.
‘We comsidered it as a disease affecting only the older genera-
tions and for others it is a simple cough and cold.  There was
nomdtom:humnsorhopﬁinmzﬂ As our hopes and

lations and our efforts
hmchnngedmehmﬂn:“mmnﬁmsm
vaccine as a panacea. 'We will be free from the curse through
the vaceine. While it is still a question, we finished 2020 with

aray of hope.
Somehow, we all know that Corona originated in Wuhan,
China.  However, according to the World Health

Organisation, six of the 15 people contracted with MERS-
COV disease died between October 1 and December 26, 2019
in Saudi Arabia. The death practically began in May 2019
and the discase was then called MERS-COV, a strain of
MERS affecting the Middle East region. News of deaths
also came from Qatar On November 8 20019, WHO Ffirst
reported infection with SARS-COV2 from Denmark.
According to the repont, about 214 people were infected in
Denmark as early as in June 2019, However, on November 5
2019, they first found a separate strain of virus in 12 patients,
Eight of them were workers at mink farms in the North
Juteland area of the country and four were local people. They
are between 7 and 79 years old. Then between December 3
and December 21, 2021 news of SARS-COV 2 outbreaks
came from Denmark and from UK. However, it was January
20, 2020, when the World Health Organisation began report-
ing corona outbreak separately with a report from Wuhan,
The first coroma virus report was like this — between
December 31 and January 3, the Wuhan branch of the World
Health 44 paticnts with "special pneu-
monia." They called it 'special type of pneumonia’ because
they could not determine any source. The report actually
mfmmlh:ﬂ\mhulll‘tam]mty Five days later, on
January 8, Chinese authorities described it as a new type of
coronavirus, Three days later, in another report on January 11
and 12, China's National Health Authority said they found a
connection of the virus to the Wuhan's marine fish marker.
In a separate report on January 12, Chinese authonities also
sent the genetic sequence of the new virus to the World
Health Organisation so that others can isolate and identify the
virus o0, The next day, on 13 January, Thailand identified a
patient for the first time with covid infection. On January 15,
Japan and on January 20, Korea also reported the disease in
their countries, On January 23, the first patient was reported
in the United States. The same report of WHO stated for the
first time that the virus 15 being transmitted from human to
human. After this, the number of patients began increasing

exponentially.

On January 24, the WHO issued a wamning w0 flights
around the world. At the same time, the first patient was
found in Singapore. On January 25, the WHO sent a proce-
dural guide 10 all countries about how to deal with the disease
same time, it asked its research team to come up with proper
vaccine ideas, medicines and health care rules to deal with the
disease.  China, however, took actions much earfier. It
installed gaug:satux!iau'pom since

'y,

A health worker prepares a syringe to administer the Pfizer-BioNTech Covid-19 vaccine at the Timone
southeastern —AFP

Hospital in Marseiile,

market for dealing with the epidemic. They also suggested a
field verification of the supply and stock of medical equip-
m.?%mmmwmfwmcmm
mquncmdmmby&bmms On the same day,
patients were rep Canada, G and the UAE,
TkMHuImﬂxmmhm(WHO}u:dechmuy]
that the virus had spread from Wuhan to all China. Until
then, however, the lion's share of the ol patients were in
Wuhan, Out of about 15,000 patients, more than 13,000 are
in Wuhan, China. On February 19, the WHO launched an
online course for health workers to train them on how to
secure patient care and intensive care and by then, more than
75,000 people were infected worldwide,

Meanwhile, on the basis of a PPE-related market alert, on
February 29, the World Health Organisation advised caution
in the use of FPE and said that it is a mmch-needed safety
measure for emergency health workers, so they discouraged
others from using it. By March 7, the disease had spread in
100 countries around the world, On March 12, the agency
declared COVID - a global pandemic.

On the same day, in a joint statement with the International
Civil Aviation Organisation, WHO and ICAQ directed all
civil aviation authorities to monitor flights in order to deal
wnhm\’m The first three covide cases were identified in

special temperature
hmwylz,mlo On January 25, Chinese autk

desh a day earlier, on March 11. The US Centres for
Disease Control reported their first patent on March 7.
However, according to the report of the World Health
Organisation, the first patient was identified in that country
on January 23.
Now let's look at vaccine information. Acrording to WHO

France, on January 5, 2021

as of Decemnber 29, 2020, a wtal of 172 vaccines are in the
list of studies. Of which 70 vaccines are now in the clinical
trial stage. However, the epicenter of these vaccines are in
China, Europe and the United Staves. China has completed
clinical trials of 36 vaccines, while the United States has
mmplctcdzs Onhwe. 138 trial studies were conducted on

usmg | 1 Ci lled Trial (RCT)
method and 30 using non-random method. So far, the
Chinese Sinovac and Oxford vaccines have clinical study
mu!snmsthehwsamphmmgmpkmmbﬁ
consists of 13 and 12 th The
muofsw;mmmﬂtoramm}wmum
able this year, in October 2021 and that of the Oxford vac-
cine will be available in July 2022. In general, the number of
sample for first and second tier vaccines trial ranges between
100 and 200 people. WHO report shows that in some cases
the number of samples is a litle over two thousands. In the
observed up to one year after vaccination is given to a
patient. In the second stage, however, only the effectivencss
of the vaccine i5 tested on healthy persons.  Therefore, the
results of the third level of clinical trial on disease control are
extremely important,

You may be wondering, but why are we hearing so many
vaccine names? Of the 60 vaccines that are in the clinical trial
stages, 13 are now in the third stage of the trial and two are in
ﬂﬂmmwMSuﬁwmmmdzmm
four in the United States, one each in Canada,
Germany, Belgium and the United Kingdom. At lhefnrt—
front of the study are two vaccines- Sinovac and AstraZeneca

(Oxford) and their trial is using the largest samples.

Amdmgw&:“’oﬂdﬂulmomm of the five
vaccines that have so far 'published’ their results, three of
them, Moderna, AstraZeneca and Pfizer, ha\tm}gpuhlﬁhcd
their findings through the press, and the results are not scien-
tifically validated yet. OF the 10 research papers published so
far in a scientific journal, including one by AstraZeneca
(Oxford), they are afl from the second stage of clinical ials
which were administered on healthy persons only, [n the sec:
ond phase of the tral, the key focus was on effectivencss of
the vaccine and not on any adverse effects. People who were
suffering from various illnesses were not tested in any of the
second tier studies.

Recently, a colleague of mine told me over the phone that
& telecom company in the country had paid in advance to pur-
chase vaccine for its saff. Another colleague informed that
he has information about another Bangladeshi company who
nlsomﬁ;madﬂmmqhmmmm These are disturb-
ing infe ies have ‘paid' in advance for
aﬂm:umwm:smmuﬂmlg&mdnppmwdby
authorities. You cannot import a product which is not autho-
rised nor can you send money abroad for purchase of a prod-
uct which is not yet legally ready for sale. These news are
spreading across the board and [ strongly feel 2 scam init-a
scam to transfer money out of the country. On the contrary,
imagine the news is true and that they have done so for their
mployeumdlhguwmmzmum!dm ltwdlbevu'y&f-

ficult for the g 1o absorb (1
lmldalsnhkemnmmmmdme\%dd

l-lral:.h ganisation on the effect of the vaccines.
A ding to their hers, the efle of the vaccine

will depend on how quickly it is passed on to the public and
et it will never be 100 per cent effective. Mind it, no vaccine
is ever 100 per cent effective.  Not only that, WHO had
advised a sequence for administering the vaccines starting
from health workers, vulnerable groups like elderly people
and others.

Overall, the picture that emerges is that it will be hard w
expect any rapid improvement in the Corona situation even
In2021. So we have to carefully plan the year 2021. 'We must
remember that the world is looking at a pandemic after a hun-
dred year. This is the first experience for the World Health
Organisation. Over the past 100 years, the world has changed.
‘We are now a lot more closer to each other than we were a
hundred year ago. So, the control is not easy. Therefore, in
2021 we must learn things again and differently,

2021 will be the year of change. We have 1o be prepared
with new rules suitable for the new globalised world with
threats of covid. One of my son's fricnd was working in the
Singapore branch of a Chinese company: Since March, they
were working from home. The company realised that it has
reduced their costs - no free snacks, no utility bills etc.  They,
therefore, raise the salaries. So that staff at home can work
from a comfortable environment - utility bills might increase.
Now, the company even told their staff to move back to their
home countries and work from there. You can see the change
in global work culture. This will affect the world and the glob-
al economy.
Except for the jobs where human to human interactions are

other tasks will be online from now on. We must
prepare for this and we must increase the speed of the inter-
net. We have 1o think about 5G technology now. It will
reduce the infection too. Not only that, the population pres-
sure will decrease in Dhaka. Now an expatriate can think of
teaching Bangla to his/her child living abroad. 'We can use a
teacher across the world to learn things. For this, the govern-
ment does not have to do everything The government has to
introduce new rules.  Allow online schools to be registered.
Treatment will also change. In 2021 we expect such changes.
Hopefully change will come,
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