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'‘Ambitious’ refo_rms
may take 4-5yrs
Prof Rehman Sobhan says party to

assume pewer next will have to be-
sincere in implementing reforms

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent economist Prof Rehman Sobhan vesterday said the interim
government will face challenges in implementing most of the reforms,

as it promuses to transfer

reasonable time, possibly in 18 months to two vears.

To implement such a I'ughly ambitious
that the government continue in office for a su

power to an elected government within a

nda would demand
cient Iengm of time,

perhaps four or five years. Given the interim government’s commitment
1o hand over power to an elected government within a reasonable period
of tme, perhaps 18 mondis or two years, the scope for implementing
most of the reforms will be challenging,” he said.

Even the reforms initiated by the interim government will require the
support of the party that is elected o office, he added.

“The commitment and capacity of such a party will have to be
assessed in relation to its social and political support and its past record,
ifit hias previously held office,” he said.

Prof Sobhan was delivering a lecture on "Constructing a more just
society in Bangladesh®, organised in memory of late Nahreen Khan, a

SEEPAGEZCOLZ

‘Ambitious’ reforms may take 4-5yrs

FROM DAGE |
former student of East West Universily
(EWTT andd the danghrer of late Akbar
Ali Khan, former adviser to a caretaler
sovernment

The noted intellectual highlighterd
dwe issue of inequality across four key
areas — marker injustce, inequitable
social opportunity, political injustice,
and state injusoce,

About market infstice, he stressed

accessing 3 job is itself 2 social privilege
rather than an economic Tl

Dewailing on  insquitable  socal
ooportunity, Prof Scbhan  sad
Bangladesh’s educational syswem s
profoundly umjust and perpefmates
Injustce.

Mentoning that the educanonal
budget share remained low even
bv South Asian stapdards, le said
this resulted in nereaced access
education quandatively but e
quality, especizlly in public education,
remained low.

He viewed the educadonal
system as a source of discriminaion

education is largelv accessed bv
lower income households, and thus
their opporfunines for remunerapve
engapement in the economy remains
Lirmivexd, hie said.

“As a mesull. we are WIlNEssmg a
progressive polanisation in the benehes
of educarion due to the superur
cuality of educaton available
children of btc:eroﬂ"fmbﬁ. he said,

next decade.
On polidcal injustice, Frof Sobhan
democracy, even in the
period where it commanded some
credibiliy due to the consttutional
provision for being supervised bv a
non-partisan  caretaker governument,
susffered from many Baws.
“In practice. it had increasingly
become a rich man's game. Over the
vears, we wimessed the escalation

of the role of money in palitics, the
emergence of politics as an insorument
fior business. and business as a source
of entry into politics,” he said.

He said suoossive  pariaments
degenerated o a  chamber of
commerce for “crorv” capitalists, who,
unconcerned by any issue of conflict of
interest, used their power o advance
their business fortunes.

He further said what passed for
an oppositon in the three previous
parliaments largely as an
a jage n! rhe ruling party, while

business was not limited just to the
JamaSargwﬂmwasaJsummcbd
down to the instirurions of local
govarnment by ruling parmy office
hioiders who used thewr posmons 1o
monopolise  busmess oppartunities
aﬁj]ab!etimn.lglip.l:lilce:cpmixtum
he said

“Within such a politcal orcer, lower
meome  groups remained snch{uecl

and hlg_h.l\- i
majority of the populaum wiw could
never affond 10 contest elections.
“In this exlusionary emvironment,

wimessed

i it ion QI
puhm:s.. Prof Sobhan added

The state has emerged as the patron
of crime becouse one could only be
a criminal and a sucoessiul one if one
staved our of jil, he <aid. adding that
the loan defauliers could seel the
c:m‘rotparhammmmma(m
one was going to hold them to account
for thedr defaulc

“Candidates with defaulted loans
were, by law, not permitied o contest
elections, but every lnance u.u.msu:r

relaxed

election so that the parliarnent am:l
other eectve bodies came w be
populated with defaulters whi resisted
any auenpt by parliament to address

the defaulr crisis”

He said the functioning of the
state, manifesr through s venous
inctitutions of governance. created and

ted injustice across all walks
of 3006ty

Fenv the stawe spends and collects
muesmmzmsanmwmlwx
of injustice and refleas it palitical
preferences and societal biases.

“Uniormunately, after all thesa vears,
we have no macroeconomic policy
regime 10 underwrite these
of poverty alleviadon. which., thus,
remain basically micro-exercises. As a
result, we had a stare, whose allocauve
decisions rended o be imsoired by me
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of their and eecroral

majority across Bangladesh
“Bangladesh’s poor mrv?\«e as

of building u-qn-um for the poor
should be w enable ten 1o rediscover
thedr coliecrive identicy.” he sad.

the voring population belongs 0 this
uncerprivileged cl.as&

“lhev need o reach
out to this class by empowenng them
0 ESSUTIE TRPOT Ll POosition. 0 paTsy
organizations and nominating them
in larger numbers o contest for seacs
notms:mhwletecﬁonsmxﬂsowche
Jarya .” Prof Sobhan said.

o realise

themsehes to realising a vision for a
mnﬂnscnmmatm more egalitarian,

E“-'L' Ch.l:f Adviser Mohammed
Farashnaddin, EWU  Vice-Chancellor
Prof Iir Shams Rahman, and Prof
Fakrul Alam. a foumer  profissor
of English deparoment at Dhaka
Universicy, also spoke among others.



