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INTRODUCTION

I
“Nothing to be done”—
Through this utterly frustrated utterance of Estragon in Waiting for Godot, Samuel
Beckett broke the traditional rules of drama and highlighted the cnisis of existence of
the contemporary post-war generation by introducing “the Theatre of the Absurd”.
The identity crisis in the aftermath of the Second World War inevitably produced a
group of writers who philosophised a life full of nihilism and absurdity. They found
life meaningless and existence a mockery. Harold Pinter was one of the better-known
members of this group as a sensitive and sensible writer who could not but embrace

such an air of anxiety and crisis of existence.

Bom in October 1930 in East London, Pinter 1s a playwright, director, actor, poet and
political activist. He is one of the leading hghts of British dramatists in the second
half of 20" century. His plays bave given voice to the life of ordinary people and have
been repeated until they resemble truth; however, his words do not reflect reality, but
articulate an altemative reality. As a child of a Jewish dressmaker, Pinter faced brutal
expression of anti-Semitism and has pointed at its importance in his life as it helped
him became a dramatist. Moreover, anti-fascism seemed to have been a profound
influence on him, as the wartime bombing during the Second World War left an
everlasting impression on him. At the outbreak of the war, he left London at the age
of nine only to return there when he was fourteen. “The condition of bemng bombed

has never left me,” Pinter described shortly. [bttp://www kifasto.scifi/hpinter. htim]

Pinter’s education at Hackney Downs Grammar School introduced him to a libera)
group of energetic, intellectual teachers and fellow students. Both the theatre and the
horrified experiences of the wartime had an immense impact on him, He also became
interested in the theatre and played Romeo and Macbeth as well as other characters,
in productions directed by Joseph Brearly in school, This prompted him to choose a
career in acting. In 1948, he attended the Royal Academy of Dramatic Act (RADA)



but dropped out in disgust in 1949. In 1950 he published his first poem under the
name of Harold Pinta. Meanwhile his father gave fines on his behalf since he refused
to join the National (Military) Service, an early indication of his dissenting views,
which has also been marked i his writings throughout his life. For several years,
Pinter shifted his position and place frequently, but his career as an actor went on.
1951 was a significant year for him as he performed in Nobel Laureate Samuel
Beckett’s absurdist masterpiece Waiting for Godot. He toured Ireland between 1954
and 1957, using the stage name of David Baron. According to Micheal Billington,

Pinter’s authorized biographer, he worked as an actor for about nine years.

Pinter remaimned an actor until he mentioned his idea for a play to a fnend. His friend
became thrilled with the idea, and on his eamest request, Pinter wrote one-act play
within three or four days. The play, The Room was staged at Bristol University Drama
Department in May 1957. He subsequently published twenty-nme plays, fifteen
dramatic sketches; over twenty one screen plays and film scripts for cinema and
television, a novel and other prose fichon and essays, has co-authored two works for

stage and radio.

Harold Pinter excels in threc major forrns of English literature: plays, prose and
poetry. Pinter’s first play, The Room had all the charactenistics of what would
eventually be identified as ‘Pinteresque’. The Dumbwaiter (1957), his second one act
drama established the mood of comic menace that he associated with, His first full-
length play, The Birthday Party (1958) initially got a disastrous response. Pinter’s
first success in play writing carne with The Caretaker (1960), his second full-length
play. This play was well-acclaimed and established Pinter’s theatrical reputation as a
leading playwright. His other plays include The Homecoming (1964) and Betrayal
(1978). Among his twenty-one screenplays, The Servant (1963), The Go-Between
(1970), The French Lieutenant's Woman (1980) and The Trial (1993) are remarkable
for their insight into human psychology and the inevitable clash between reality and
the imagined life people like to live.



Horace Engdahl, Chairman of the Swedish Academy noted while announcing the
name of Pinter as a Nobel Prize recipient in December, 2005 that Pinter is an artist
“who 1n his plays uncovers the precipice under everyday Prattle and forces entry into
oppressions’ closed rooms.”[http://www_haroldpinter.org/home/index shtml] His works
undoubtedly penetrate the core of life and focus on the traumatized and alienated
people of modem world. Pinter in his early plays could not avoid the influence of the
great absurd dramatist, Samuel Beckett and like Beckett. He often deliberately
cloaked the situations or motivations of characters under a veil of obscunty. His plays
also display some other characteristics of absurd drama such as meaningless plots,
repetitive or nonsensical dialogue, and a deliberate search for meaning that sometimes
turns comical. Gradually however, he has deviated from absurdity and rather
concentrated on fashioning his own style. The Caretaker displays his ability in
creating a new dimension that led to a unique dramatic style. In The Birthday Party
his mastery over “the Comedy of Menace”, a term used to describe the powerful
muxture of comedy and menpace s all too visible. The Homecoming and No Man's
Land helped him to mdividualize himself as the originator of a unique dramatic
idiom. The characteristics of “the Theatre of Absurd” and “the Comedy of Menace”

combine to make Pinter’s works successful documents of our time.

In Pinter’s plays, the environment apparently seems to be innocent, but slowly a
threatening atmosphere becomes promunent through actions, which are usually
inexplicable to the audience and sometimes to the other characters. An implicit sense

of insecurity, fear, menace, jealousy, hatred and fear pervades his plays.

The greatest achievement of Pinter has been acknowledged by the coinage
‘Pinteresque’; an adjective that descnbes the specific atmosphere and environment of
his plays. In fact, this quality was evident even in his first play The Room. A mundane
sitnation that gradually becomes full of menace and mystery through the playwnght’s
deliberate avoidance of an explanation becomes the thrusts of his plays. According to
the Swedish Academy, ‘Pinteresque’ implies “an enclosed space and unpredictable

dialogue, where people are at the mercy of each other and pretence crumbles. With a



mimmum of plot, drama emerges from the power struggle and hide-and-seek of

mntertocution.” [http://www.wsws.org/articles/2005/0ct2005/pint-014.shtmi]

Dialogue in Pimnter’s plays generates the omginality of his style. The colloquial
specches of his characters are disjointed and oddly ambivalent. Nevertheless, the
presence of resonant silence increases the tension and strength of the dialogue and

sometimes conveys the substance of a character’s thoughts.

The use of silence more or less creates confusion in the audience’s mind. There are
two types of silence employed m his plays: one when no word is spoken and the other
when a torrent of language suddenly stops and there 1s nothing spoken. As a result, a
conflict arises regarding the true sense of silence. In fact, silence acts like a sharp
weapon to express the atmosphere of the play.

‘Pinter pause’ is another trademark that makes bis plays different from those of other
contemporary playwnghts. For this distinctive trademark, Pinter’s plays become
ambiguous. The use of ‘Pinter pause’ and silence makes the stage direction harder to
clarify in terms of accurate position and usage. Pinter himself found it difficult to
make meaningful sense i some cases, especially when he directed some of his own
plays. He has found that for the excessive use of ‘pause’, the flows of the dialogues
have often been broken; moreover it has abruptly compelled the characters to come to
an end from a continual speech. As a result, the dialognes sometimes have become
incomprehensible both to the readers and audiences also.

Pinter’s work does not have absolute winners or losers. The characters have
exceptional complexities that are not perceivable to the common eyes. Their emotions
represent traits of the modem world. Relationships are often incomprehensible and

fragmented.

Not only as an artist but also as a political activist, Pinter has attained an

unprecedented rank. His undaunted speeches against war and oppression inspired



svervone not to yield before the powerful and hypocnitical, war-mongering leaders of
the world. The towering personality of Pinter thus becomes a worthy product of the

20" century and hence he deserved my special attention.
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We have already noted that Pinter’s first breakthrough as a dramatist came with 7he
Caretaker. This play has a perfect combination of ‘the Theatre of Absurd’ and ‘the
Comedy of Menace’. The theme of the play deals with the intricate power play
between unequal personalities, and of course, sense of insecunty, unknown fear and

wstability of human life.

The story of this play revolves around three characters: two brothers, Aston and
Mick, and an old tramp named Davies. Mick and Aston have contrasting
personalities. Mick is quite stubbom, practical, critically confident and a sadistic. His
profession as a builder enables him to assess human characters at a glance. On the
other hand, Aston is a tender, kind and helpful person. He bhas suffered from mental
disorder and undergone electric shock treatment m a mental asylum. However, Aston
gives shelter to Davies after rescuing him from a brawl. He lets him have his own
bed, gives Davies some money and permission to stay in the house as long as he
wants. Davies, a garrulous storyteller, takes advantage of his innocence and
hospitality. There is a saying, “give him an inch and he’ll take an ell” and Davies
adopts this kind of attitude. His demands are endless. Nothing satisfies him. He
always boasts of his imaginary previous position and attempts to dominate Aston.
Though Mick virtually terrorizes Davies, he manages to build an unusual relationship
with him. Davies understands that Mick 1s not like Aston. Mick’s behaviour and
motif are not comprehensible to him. It seems that Mick is playing a hide-and-seek
game with him. Sometimes, he is scomful while sometimes he is unnecessanly
amiable towards Davies. However, Davies is eventually invited to take up the
position of the caretaker of the house, but his selfish and inconsiderate activities
towards Aston compel him to tell Davies to leave the place. In order to gam the



suppont of Mick and to oust Aston, Davies plays a foul game with both brothers. But
the scheme backfires, and exposes the real precanous condition of Davies in his own

eves and he 1s finally evicted.

Unlike Beckett’s Waiting for Godor, Pinter did not completely reject conventional
dramatic forms and theatnical devices. Though the plot is based on reality, it Is quite
confusing. In fact, we do not find the existence of the plot in Wairing for Godot like
other conventional plot of the plays, but in The Caretaker, we find a slight indication
of the plot. Like other plot, 1t has a beginning, middle and an end, but at the same

time we have not observed any real progress of the plot.

In The Caretaker, Pinter has porirayed three distinct characters. Though a little
abnormality prevails among them, he skilfully gives a touch of reality to them. We
find that Pinter has depicted the psychological aspects of the characters very artfully.
All the characters are more or less neurotic. They are obsessed with some specific
things; for example Aston with carpentry, Davies with a good pair of shoes or the
place “Sidcup” and Mick with the dream that he cherishes about the place. Through
their conversation, the obsessive elements become quite apparent Pinter has
successfully focused on the discrepancy in their attitudes towards each other. In this
play, trust and dependency on others are absent. Aston and Davies share the same
room but do not trust each other. The same thing happens between Mick and Davies.
Even the relationship of Mick and Aston does not show the kind of desired intimacy
that naturally exists between the brothers. In fact, it 1s difficult to understand their

motivation from their activities.

Pinter’s language in The Caretaker proves his originality. The unique flavour of his
plays relies on his dialogues. This play is not an exception. The colloquial speeches of
his characters are disjointed and ambivalent. The distinctive characteristics of the
speeches strengthen because of the frequent uses of ‘pause’ and ‘silence’. In The

Caretaker, Pinter has used these directions successfully to create an absurd



zzmiosphere. In the whole play, Pinter has used ‘pause’ 163 times, which is certainly a
marker of excessive use. For example:
Mick. What did they teach you?
Pause.
How did you like my bed?  (Act Two)
Not only that, the use of ‘silence” 17 times in the play lend an incomprehensible
gravity for the atmosphere of his play. At the very beginning of the play, we notice
‘silence’ and the play ends with a ‘long silence’. In fact, perfect fusion of novelty and

inconsistency of this play has been reflected through dialogue.

The language in The Careiaker becomes a means of miscommunication as the
characters’ speeches are often broken, sometimes repetitive and most of the time
urelevant for that situation. The characters of this play often lose track during
conversations. For example:
Davies. Twas .. . uh .. .oh, 1it’s a bit hard, like, to set your mind back . . . see
what I mean . .. going back . .. a good way . . .lose a bit of track, like . . .
you know. ... (Act Two)
In this play, the repetition of the words or sentences happens many times. For
example:
Davies. Yes, I noticed the curtains pulled down there next door as come along.
(Act One)
After a few lines, we find the same sentence from the same person again. Moreover,
Pinter deliberately applies grammatically incorrect dialogue for Davies to distinguish
his class m the play:
Davies. He don’t give me no knife!
Pause.
He don’t give me no knife to cut my bread.
Pause.
How can I cut a loaf of bread without no kmife?
Pause.

It’s an impossibility. {Act Three)



X1

Translating plays 1s not a new phenomenon 1n the history of hterature in Bangladesh.
In 1974, when the practice of staging plays began agan in Dhaka with new
enthusiasm, 1t was after liberation that absurd plays that brought a new zeal among
the lovers of the theatres. Muntasir Fantasy and Jaundice O Bibidho Balloon were
much discussed plays that reflected the general loss of direction and absurdity of the
time. The fractured nature of time, the disillusionment after high expectanons from
the independence, the social instability and a general sense of meaninglessness
pervaded the atmosphere. The beginnings of absurd theatre in Bangladesh reflected a
new awareness among theatregoers that our theatre should reach out and connect with

contemporary trends of world theatre.

Westem literature has always been very popular in our country. A majority of Bengali
readers became well acquainted with the literature and culture of the west through
translations of major works. Translations of western plays are in great demand. The
plays of such dramatists as Shakespeare, Racine, Moliére, Pirandello were translated
and some of them were staged over the last 30 years. These plays bave been seen to
be contemporary because of the messages they comvey and because of their
representation of human nature, In time, Harold Pmter too has become a much
appreciated and admired playwright as his plays show a time out of jomt and people
failing to relate themselves to a normal life. The restlessness of the present world
aggressively prevails in his plays. His perception of reality is unavoidable and
undemniable, even though none of his plays has been staged i Bangladesh. As a result,
most of the people in our country could not get the feelings of his magical words. The
present translators felt that this gap should be filled, even if partially, by a translation

of his work.

Pinter’s versatility in the realm of theatre and his unique approach have been the
reasons which first attracted me to his work. 1 have selected one of his most

successful plays The Caretaker for transiation. I have several other reasons for



selecting these plays. First of all, The Caretaker has not been translated by anyone
svimer in Bangladesh or in West Bengal So, it 1s quite challenging and at the same
zumes a responsibility to be the first translator of Pinter in Bangla. Secondly, in spite
of its western setting and plot, this play seemed quite suitable for our own setting,
The universal appeal of this play makes it applicable even in our country. I believe
that this play wall be accepted in our tradition and culture. This play 1s realistic and
ithe characters as I have reshaped them, would not be misfits in our social context.
Thirdly, though a translation is considered to be inferior to the original text, by
wranslating The Caretaker, 1 1ntend to brdge two languages and cultures. Since both
my target readers and audiences are Bangla speaking people of Bangladesh, my aim
is to make our people familiar with the outstanding work of Pinter and to earich our
literature. Moreover, this translation can be considered as an actable text and I believe
that 1t will create some interest in the mind of our people about Pinter and his work

and that they will be eager 1o know more of his other work.

1w

Translation Studies 1s a new discipline in the field of knowledge. Emerging in the late
1970s, it has been eventually taken seriously because of its scientific method,
unprecedented activities and its noble intentions. The purpose of translation is not
only to build a bndge between humanity and culture of different countries and
different ages but also to spread knowledge in different directions to shape the future.
Thus this discipline provides a very pragmatic and practical strategy to continue the

process of translating texfts.

Deciding upon a strategy 1s an wevitable part in Translation Studies. Without a full-
proof strategy, the translation of a text will not create any appeal in the mind of the
readers. The outcome of a translation depends on the perfection of the strategy that

the translator applies.



In trapslating any text, a translator realizes that translation is neither wholly possible
nor wholly 1mpossible. It can be reconciled. Thus he or she generally adopts a
controlled but flexible strategy. Nevertheless, a translator must try to translate as
closely to the Source Text (ST) as possible. Equivalence does not mean sameness but
interprets the relationship of similanty between the Source Language (SL) and the
Target Language (TL) text, In addition, we have to understand that no traoslation can
be definitive. Translators translate texts according to the contemporary culture and

language and this 1s why translations need to be done again and again.

Since plays are generally related to stage performances, while translating plays,
translators have to pay attention to their playability or actability. Moreover, he or she
should follow the established conventions of the theatre of the contemporary period
and at the same time, clanfy the relationship between the characters.

Like other translators, I have also applied some particular rules and theones in
translating Pinter’s The Caretaker. Through the process of translation, I have faced
several problems, which 1 have overcome tactfully.

As my target audiences are Bengalis, ] have given special attention to the language of
everyday Bangla. I have tried to use the very colloquial language of the local middie-
class and lower class. My dialogues are also conversational and informal. I have
translated the play in such a manner that the condition of actability is preserved in the
translation to make the play comprehensible to readers.

When I translated the dialogues of Aston, Mick and Davies, I tried to keep the class
distinctions as well as accents in my mind and translated accordingly. For this reason,
I have used ¥%, T and wW*R flexibly. Moreover, for Davies, I pointed to the
phonological aspect to some extent. For Davies, I have underfined some of his words
that convey the difference of the accent from others, such as, SR, FMRRE, AR

Not only that, to add the local accents of the lower class, I introduced some muxture

of languages from the people of old Dhaka, such as =i, I, zrefse, Wi,

10



Equivalence 1s one of the most important aspects of translation and it can lead the
translation to the path of success or fajlure. While translating The Caretaker, 1 was
quite conscious of this term, as I know that the exact equivalence 1s not always
possible. I had to make adjustments between the SL to TL regarding the plot, story
and dialogues of the characters, so that the TL would not deviate from the original. It
was a painstaking task for me since [ have tned to recreate this play by preserving a
balance. For example:
=9 § QIR B G (A, 2w, Ry
RafE |
FAA $ FRIENES OF GO CGRTRGT@IR 7T W ST+ WK | o e s aw

*[EAR ARE |

I believe such dynamic equivalence is @ major part of my translation. In fact, for
translating plays, dynamic equivalence 1s the best option. It preserves the effect and
flavour of ST for readers and enables them to generate the same feed back from target

readers. In this process, the translation becomes readable and enjoyable to all.

Dynamic equivalence means that translators have to often translate freely. In my
translation, I have thus translated the setting, dialogues and the situation freely. But |
also have aimed for the equivalent effect. For example, when =e3® (Mick) mocks
%A (Davies) in page no 41 of Act Two, readers will get the same pleasure as they

would from the style of the original text. For example:

=gTw g i [RgHme

Mick. What bed?
T 3 STTR-- Davies. That-
HETS § TRIIOW A7 Mick. Not the other?
THRA 8 T8 ! Davies. No!
=TS g WY (BT I ! Mick. Choosy.

Apart from dynamic equivalence, [ have employed formal equivalence to secure the

formal structure of this play. Thus, I did not change any thing structurally, which

11



would distort the origmal text. Not only that, in some places, I have translated

accurately from the ST. For example:
TS § BN (A ¥ T RN BT WA, WA (SN FRBINER I WS TRy

A 2 W, IE... o0 %, e, gm et a3gE e
#SFO 3 T, BIF (T GITI IR HZ N2
T 8 IR JEE ST I AP AR TR NI ! (T8 W)

Translation shift is another unavoidable phenomenon that occurs because SL
elements cannot be translated accurately because of all sorts of differences and
problems. Every translator has to face these problems more or less and solve the
problem by recognizmg the shift through negotiation and by taking the altemative
way out. Like other translators, I also found some insurmountable difficulties in
translating this play. However, 1 have accepted the inevitability of translation shifts
and have translated the play according to the social context of our country. As a
result, in my project, adaptation occurs in case of the setting, names of the characters

and places. Aston has become ¥R, Mick *¢¥% and Davies /=R respectively. [ have

renamed all the places of London to approximate places known m old Dhaka. One
example of the adaptation in this play 1s the translation of the ‘pub’ scene in Act One.
Since our tradition and culture does not accept the scenario of drinking Guinness in
pubs, in my work, I have set the scene as a teashop 1n page 19 of my work.

“Regf Wit TIER wF o Pivafen= 1 T 5 fATe e ) eTa wieE ozt el Yfers
51 A7 | 3R g%eTm, g st fAca of g3 =t ) Wity Yfere =i v e %1 w1 vy IR WOR
B1-% SR e
Moreover, 1 have noticed the prejudice with which Davies treats blacks and translated

this minor group as X#8= who are considered as less privileged group in our country.

In our country, we use many English words frequently in our day-to-day life. These
words have got natural acceptance in our conversation and become a part in our life.
So, in my translation, I have done some borrowing, for instance, SRR B, GPHRA,
frer and obviously TFaEbaR, the title of this play.

12



I have used not only adaptation and borrowing, in my translation, I have applhed the
procedure of transposition that mvolves replacing one word class into another without
changing the meaning of the words. For example, 1a the place of electrolux, I have

used ©TrEEIR 7T, as this word posesses the same meaning and is also known to all.

Last but not the least, every translation is associated with loss and gamn.Even an
expertise translator cannot avoid this loss in translation. But he or she can strive to
compensate this loss and sumultaneously for gain. This project is not an exception. ]
have endeavoured to stay away from loss. To some extent, I was successful, but it is
also true some parts of this play have faced this problem that I could not avoid. In
order to make this play appropnate for our social context, I had to change some of the
original context. That can be considered as a loss, but if we scrutinise it largely, we
will find that the gain is more that loss. Through this translation, it has become
possible to recreate and bring this famous play of Harold Pinter to Bangladesh in

Bangladeshi context.

On the whole, the complete translation of The Caretaker 15 the outcome of the
application of different procedures of Translation Studies. Every single page of this
project bears the result of these procedures. However, I have to agree that different
translators would translate this play in different ways although the invanant core
would always be the same. Translating this play was a challenging job for me but it 1s
also true that I have enjoyed doing this project. Translation ensures the survival of a
text in another language and I can hope that my translation will be able to represent
the masterpiece of Harold Pinter's The Careftaker to Bengali speaking people in our

time.
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