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INTRODUCTION

“A little black girl yearns for the blue eyes of a little white girl, and the horror at
the heart of her yearning is exceeded only by the evil of fulfillment.”
(Morrison,1970,1994:162)

This extract has been taken from Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye which is a novel
considered to be a critique of the influence of standards of white beauty on black people
(Delgado and Stefanic, 2000). This novel is not an easy text at all, as it deals with a
sensitive issue relating to racism, which according to the US Civil Rights Commission, is
discrimination towards an individual or group based on skin colour that can be either
individual or institutional (http://academic.udayton.edu/race/Olrace/race08.htm). In this
regard, many difficulties can be faced in comprehending the text. Morrison’s novel deals
with issues arising out of “the imposition of white ideals of beauty on black women”
(Ryan, 1999). Thus the ideology of white beauty remains an important issue that affected
the spirit of the novel. In Bangladesh, although colour racism is unfamiliar, the concept
of making beauty synonymous with fairness is, to some extend, relevant. In other words,
having white skin seems to be something desirable in Bangladesh. Even now dark
skinned girls are neglected in society in the sense that in obtaining a good job, they are
less preferred; their parents worry about their marriage prospect, and they are even at
times humiliated by narrow-minded people. Therefore, preference for whiteness is not

uncommon in our country. Such colour prejudice is at the cone of Morrison’s novel.

Morrison's The Bluest Eye analyses the tragic effects of white, middle-class
American ideals of beauty on the developing female identity of a young African
American girl during the early 1940s. The novel shows the psychological devastation of a
young black girl, Pecola Breedlove, who had searched for love and acceptance in a world
that denies and devalues people of her race because of their colour. As her mental state

slowly unravels, Pecola hopelessly longs to possess the tracts admired in conventional
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American standards of beauty—namely, white skin, blonde hair, and blue eyes—as
propagated by the popular icons and traditions of white culture. With its sensitive portrait
of African American female identity and its critique of the racism bred by American
cultural definitions of beauty, The Bluest Eye has been widely seen as a literary
watershed, inspiring many more works by African American women about their identity

and experience as women of color.
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The style of The Bluest Eye is lyrical, and features multiple perspectives.
Morrison is famous for her use of fragmented narratives and multiple perspectives. The
Bluest Eye is written based on the multi-narrator technique: it combines a First Person
narrator with a Third Person one. Claudia as the central narrator provides the bulk of the
narration in the book. Morrison’s use of different narrative styles gives her the freedom to
do two interesting things. On the one hand, she uses Claudia to convey the thoughts and
perceptions of a 9-year-old girl, giving the novel an air of innocence. On the other hand,
the use of third-person omniscient narration allows the novel to cover broad sweeps of
time and space — like when we get the history of the Breedloves' storefront or stories
about Soaphead Church's white ancestors. This opens the novel up, giving it historical
depth, and allowing us to see how the racial issues of the past are still impacting on these

. th .
characters in the 20 centuries.

Sometimes the contrast between speakers is particularly vivid. For example,
during Pauline's story, the narration begins in the third-person omniscient mode.
Suddenly, about three pages into the text, we get a series of paragraphs presented from
Pauline's perspective. One minute we're reading a lyrical line about how Pauline "saw the
Kentucky sun drenching the yellow, heavy-lidded eyes of Cholly Breedlove"
(Morrisson,1970,1994:90) and the next minute we're immersed in Pauline's own Southern
dialect as she says, "When I first seed Cholly...it was like all the bits of color from that
time down home when all us chilten went berry picking after a funeral”
(Morrisson,1970,1994:90). This makes the narrative more inclusive, giving rural, less-
educated characters the opportunity to describe their own experience in their own

language.

According to a feature in the New York Times, “The Bluest eye is an enquiry into
the reasons why beauty gets wasted in this country. The beauty in this case is black. The

wasting is done by a cultural engine that seems to have been designed to murder
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possibilities... And she does it with a prose so precise, so faithful to speech and so
charged with pain and wonder that the novel becomes poetry”. The tone of The Bluest
Eye is sympathetic, poetic and philosophical. Both Claudia and the third-person narrator
are deeply sympathetic about Pecola’s plight. Claudia insists that Cholly loved Pecola
even though he raped her. The third-person narrator provides us with an account of
Cholly's past not to let him off the hook, but to complicate his personality and try to show
us how the rape fits in the narration of his life. The book is also deeply poetic and
features long, elegant descriptive passages about immaterial things like love:*........ I
could smell it — taste it — sweet, musty, with an edge of wintergreen in its base —
everywhere in that house. It stuck, along with my tongue, to the frosted windowpanes. It
coated my chest, along with ........... > (Morrison,1970,1994:07) Here in this extract
Morrison has used internal rhyme by using repetitive /t/ sound in the sentence and made

it poetic.

The novel is philosophical. At time, it features multiple aphorisms, like- "Love is
never any better than the lover" (Morrison,1970,1994:163), and “Wicked people love
wickedly, violent people love violently, weak people love weakly, stupid people love

stupidly, but the love of a free man is never safe,” (et al).
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According to Bassnett (2002), translation studies is a vastly complex field with
many comprehensive ramifications. Translation involves the alteration of a source
language (hereby, SL) text into a target language (hereby, TL) in one condition where
“(1) the surface meaning of the two will be approximately similar and (2) the structure of
the SL will be preserved as closely as possible but not so closely that the TL structure
will be seriously distorted.” (p:11) This dissertation tries to translate the striking novel,
The Bluest Eye, written by Toni Morrison, into Bengali language to present this
distinctive work to Bengali readers. The translation thus intends to help people who may
have problem in reading the original text. This work will hopefully make the text
accessible to them. This translation aims to transmit the Black American female author’s
point of view in the novel to Bangladeshi readers so that they can reflect on a problem
they have in common with Black Americans in their society, that is to say, colour
prejudice. Since translation is not only about translating a text into another language but
also about increasing knowledge of different cultures (see Sontag, 2007), this translation

aims to enrich our culture with a classic work from another one.

My translation of The Bluest Eye aims to be true to the original text. It also
intends to make the text accessible, and to enrich our culture by representing Black
American culture and passing the author’s point of view to Bangladeshi urban people
(through the Bengali vernacular). It wants to show the readers the biases that exist in
romantic love and physical beauty based on colour prejudice that is imposed on women

(Ryan,1999) so that they are able to understand the problem and understand the biases
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that exist in their own culture. Toni Morrison’s The Bluest Eye is of coarse an African
American text, written in English that presents African American culture, but its theme
has relevance to Bengalis. A translator should maintain an invariant core (Popovi¢ in
Bassnett, 2002) and he or she should try to use orders, every day language in his or her
translation (Dolet in Basnett, 2002). As a translator I tried to retain the invariant core and
use the forms of the language of everyday life for my translation. Translating this text and
maintaining its original tune, however, proved to be quite challenging at times due to
dissimilarities in the structures of the SL and the TL, distinctive cultural phenomena and

also for some untranslatable words.

Faced with the challenges posed by the differences between the two languages I

have often had to improvise. For example, I have translated The Bluest Eye into “SeTiea1”
in Bengali. One might think that “Siei&=r" is not a perfect translation for “The Bluest
Eye” as the word “SreTiga” seems to be someone’s name. However, it can also mean a girl

possessing blue eyes. Also, in the original title the superlative form of the adjective has
been used to emphasize the impotance of the colour, “blue.” In this regard, I had several
options to choose from. Such as, “Sie o1,” Tt WA(fY,” “Fe1 o1 Fq=1,” a1 S 7771, o5
= wifd,” etc. ; but no name seemed to be as poetic as “SeTE”. Moreover, the Bengali
title, “=Tig" has been selected for the translated text since this name conveys the centre
theme of a young girl crawling for blue eyes. Last but not the least, this translted title,
“Jetiesr tells us that the tale is about a young girl. It tells the story how she tried to be

“Jerige” , why she did so and what was the after-effect for her crawling for being

“Sretreg .
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In translating a text that deals with the pain and devastation felt by an eleven-
year-old Black American girl Pecola Breedlove received from the American society due
to her desire for having “the bluest eye” and confirms the stereotypical concept of white
beauty, the translation tries to uphold the spirit of the text at the semantic level. This

translation follows Nida’s model of translation process (Bassnett, 2002):

Source Receptor language
language text translator
A
h 4
Analysis Restructuring
TRANSFER

In this sense, the original text was thoroughly studied and analyzed and restructured at
the linguistic level. For example, the novel begins with a popular children primer, which
is supposed to be light in tone and in simple diction to make it acceptable for a child.
Therefore, to translate this part of the text it was necessary to understand the genre,
maintain its simplicity and make it look like a children primer. In the beginning of The
Bluest Eye, there is a child primer- “Here is the house. It is green and white. It has a red
door. It is very pretty. Here is... ... (Morrison, 1970)” that is simple in structure, light in
mood, and repetitive in word construction and quite rhythmic as far as the sound is
concerned. Again, in the next paragraph the same words have been used without
punctuation mark and in the third one the same extract has been represented without
space in between words; thus the author has used the same extract in three different ways.
Consequently, translation shifts have been deliberately used in this work according to the

demands of the TL text that is to say a departure from the formal correspondence in the



process of going from the SL to the TL (Catford in Hatim and Munday, 2004). For
example, the last two lines in the prologue- “There is really nothing more to say- except
why. But since why is difficult to handle, one must take refuge in how (Morrison, 1970)”
has been translated as follows- ‘T3 @3 =12 G % &0 T8 7R | O @R (F-97 TS
e Sfée, s @B e ot Bfte Freita @xwtt = - here in this translation the extract
begins with question, whereas in the original text, there is statement in the beginning; so

here the shift has occurred through linguistic level.

To be truthful to the original text, this translation aimed to situate itself between
formal and dynamic equivalence. For example, the prologue of The Bluest Eye in the
‘Autumn’ section has been translated dynamically due to the demand of the text, so that it
would be able to retain spirit of the original text:

“Quiet as it’s kept, there were no marigolds in the fall of 1941. We thought, at the time,

that it was because Pecola was having her father’s baby that the marigolds did not grow

(Morrison, 1970).” - ¥me @bl e T I F@TRR W @ 9585-9F TIDHE QAT THA

WA TN | TSR, P ¢F I/ TN TSHIAET FEs IR e fRees-aa ma

A |

In this translation, word-for-word translation is avoided to maintain the internal spirit of
the original text and also to make the text more accessible to the readers.

Moreover, 1 did not change the names of the characters in my translation and I
maintained the same names for all the characters in the original text to make my

translated text closely related to the original text.
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Jifi Levy’s theory of translation has also been followed in this work. He considers
translation “Decision Process” and a pragmatic work, involving maximum effect with
minimum effort, something he labels as “MINIMAX STRATEGY” (Hatim and Munday,
2004). For example, many words can be found for a single word. Choosing the best
option is important. Using the minimax strategy this will be done on the basis of genre,
audience, grammatical and syntactical considerations (see Hatim and Munday, 2004). For
example, in the first section of the novel Claudia says, “My sister comes in. Her eyes are
full with sorrow (Morrison, 1970).” In Bengali, this can be expressed as-“Si¥ TR
S | 87 TRV W §I-t9-F WRredl! ” Here in these lines one could translate “full with
sorrow” with phrases such as “ §s¥edl, ” ‘“QeORIG ™S, > ‘MR @7, ” “@mdlRe,” etc for
the phrase “full with sorrow.” However, the translated line, ‘&3 T6IRCB! 71 S-(7-3 RS
seems to have more rhythm as well as meaning, giving one maximum impact out of

minimum effort.

In many cases I have used literal translation. This has been done through the
following procedures of translation: (a) Borrowing or keeping the original word and
using it directly in the translation; (b) Transposition or replacing one word class with
another without altering the meaning of the text; (c) Modulation or retaining the literal
change of a word in the linguistic level without changing the meaning of the text; (d)
Equivalence or filling up the same situation using completely different stylistic and
structural words in rendering two texts; (e) Adaptation or adapting a word from the SL
text in the TL text that is unknown or untranslatable in the TL text (ibid). For example, in

the translation of The Bluest Eye, one finds the line- “... ... the health and safe delivery
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of Pecola’s baby we could think of nothing... ... (Morrison, 1970).” This has been
translated in a way so that the word, “delivery” is borrowed and directly applied to the
translation thus «... ... Pit=TeT= At6™ ===y @ f@ism tefrers . While translating the line-
“Her eyes are full with sorrow” it has been transported, mentioned above; in translating
“Quiet as it’s kept, there were no marigolds in the fall of 1941 (Morrison,1970), ” the
words have been modulated maintaining its equivalence with the context, but the words

“marigolds” has been adapted here (since this flower is not known in our land).

Finally the translation of The Bluest Eye follows the concept of paraphrasing
described by Dryden when he says that it is “translation with latitude, the Ciceronian
‘sense-for-sense’ view for translation” (Bassnett, 2002). Also, following some general
rules suggested by Belloc in Bassnett (2002) this translation also tries to be a ‘block-out
work’ that has been rendered idiom by idiom. The children primer in the beginning, of
the novel for example, has been translated in a way of idiomatic translation:

“Here is the house. It is green and white. It has a red door. It is very pretty...”
That has been translated in this way:

“93 1R 0T | IS S M | WSB! &A1 | AL H R
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CONCLUSION

A translation is not an easy task as it is not only a translation of the language but
also a translation of many more things like accent, behaviour, culture etc. Before
translating The Bluest Eye, | thought it would be a hard job; while doing this translation, it
became even more difficult than ever and after finishing this work it seems | am not sure
what my work will able to satisfy readers or not. Actually, it is hard to satisfy people with
translation as it cannot be as perfect as the original one (see Bassnett, 2002).

Indeed, while translating the text, | found that there were many things inside the
novel regarding words, sentences and meaning that proved very difficult to translate. For
example, in the second paragraph of the first section of The Bluest Eye, we came across
the following lines:

“Qur innocence and faith were no more productive than his lust or despair. What is clear
now is that of all of that hope, fear, lust, love, and grief, nothing remains but Pecola and
the unyielding earth.”(Morrison, 1970: 04) These lines have been translated in thus- “=
et ST 1 7ol o foR e totaty, W1 (AR WA fgTeel A A1 e | @9 R AfTE-
ST S, ST, O 611 RS (@i iR et wiw o N s s feg 7107

Here in the translation, | have maintained dynamic equivalence as formal equivalence
proved difficult for translating this part of the novel. Again the paragraph in the last
section:

“So it was .

A little black girl yearns for the blue eyes of a little white girl, and the horror at the heart
of her yearning is exceeded only by the evil of fulfillment.”(Morrison, 1970:162) has been
translated in the following manner:

“@ Tt “leae <10 |
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In this translation, also, | have used dynamic equivalence because here in this extract, the
phrase “the horror at the heart of her yearning is exceeded only by the evil of fulfillment”
proved very hard to translate literally.

Here in my translation, | tried to translate the American text dynamically so that it
can connect to Bangladeshi readers. Morrison’s The Bluest Eye is a novel, where we meet
lower class black people who care little a bit education; it is a novel that is a “lament for
all starved and stunted children everywhere” (Morrison, 1970). In this translation, | have
tried to dep[ict a way of life not only by translating the description of some lives, but also
by giving them a Bengalirural accent. For example, in the first section that is “Autumn,”
there is a paragraph dealing with the lifestyle of little Claudia and her family, which goes
as follows:

“Our house is old, cold, and green. At night a kerosene lamp lights one large room. The
others are braced in darkness, peopled by roaches and mice.”(Morrison,1970:05) | have
translated the paragraph in the following way:

SRR AABT S, TS G AS 06 | ACS ¥ AT P (SRR 125 G 2 | SR STl
S TFFE, W 29 Al (AT ST AT |7

Here in these lines one can notice the language, used by a young girl in a mature voice,
and for this reason, | have used simple Bengali words to express a young but experienced
voice. Again, there is a conversation among the ladies of the black community in Lorain,
Ohio in the first section, which is presented thus: “You know him,” she said to her friends.
“Henry Washington. He’s been living over there with Miss Della Jones on Thirteenth
Street. But she’s too addled now to keep up. So he’s looking for another place.”

(Morrison,1970:07)This has been translated in the following way:
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“TORI TIeE BT, W OIF AR I, TR STHG, B A (el (St AN S0 THA AW
EFCer | Fg AT S (A1 1 | SR (7 AR Eiw fececz 1”7

In Bangladesh, as elsewhere the language of the working class people is quite
different from that of those in sophisticated society. Their accents do not match standard
Bengali. In this translated work | tried to depict the varieties of dialect to reflect the class

position of the characters of this novel.

However, while translating | found many words and phrases that proved difficult to
translate; most of the time | have used dynamic equivalence and translated the meaning of
the section, although at times | have skipped that untransible portion. In this novel, for
example, there is a long erotic description on sexual intercourse between Pauline and
Cholly Breedlove, stated by Pauline using the first person narrative; but in my translation,
| used third person narrative to describe this situation while retaining the originality of the
meaning. The long pagraph has been translated in the following way:

“ST AT FAA! AT Blerg 7% 47 37 F© | €3 ST FA A 20T T4 Bl €3 PR TS SHNHIT

0 €TF YJ I WA IR o | AfeT ©%F (51X I% IR AP, TS G3 TS HeceR AT, Heres A |
@3 7R Afed @18 wmed el s | el T S5 6 *w (@7 TS | W3R FIS H[E FOr Jed
T G SFIOCS E0H AFS | B SR EF O (1R TS | Y& T&S 40 A | bfel 671 7y
Afetce TR I e w7 AAfeTa foed berre dFe 9T Svge AN T@l @6R < el | @I
e | g A St wm e ftme arafe, el FRe ¢ i F1% ¢ Ture e T @3 viRfees
a0

Last but not the least, this work tried to translate a classic novel within a quite
short period of time; for this reason, there some unconscious or unintentional flaws may be
found in this translation. The work, however, is an effort to bring a Nobel Prize winning
English novel close to our Bangladeshi urban people. It will hopefully be considered a

successful work that will hopefully satisfy everyone.

Page # 66



BIBLIOGRAPHY::

e Morrison, T. (1970). The Bluest Eye. London: Vintage.

e Bassnett, S. (2002). Translation Studies. (3" ed., pp. 11, 25, 33, 58, 116). New
York: Routledge.

e Hatim B. and Munday J. (2004).Translation: An Advanced Resource Book. (pp. 26,
148-51, 170, 171,174). New York: Routledge.

e The World as India- The St. Jerome Lecture on Literary Translation. Sontag, Susan
(2007). At the Same Time. London: Penguin.

o Delgado, R. and Stefanic, J. (2000). Critical Race Theory: the Cutting Edge. (2"
ed. pp. 268 and 269). Philadelphia: Temple University Press

e Ryan, M. (1999). Theory: A Practical Introduction. London: Blackwell.

e Randall, V. Defining Race Racism and Racial
Discrimination. Academic.udayton.edu. retrieved March 10, 2010 from

http://academic.udayton.edu/race/01race/race08.htm

Page # 67



